ABERDEENSHIRE CRICKET ASSOCIATION
RULES COMMITTEE

PROPOSALS TO BE SUMITTED TO 2011 AGM FOLLOWING DISCUSSION 28 SEPTEMBER 2011.

Rule 5 Meetings of the Executive

In Rule 5 (d), penalty for non-representation at Executive Meetings, for “a fine of £5” substitute “ a deduction of 15 league points from each of its teams in the immediately following playing season in respect of each Meeting at which the Club was unrepresented,”

Comments: The Management Committee has been concerned at a fall in attendances at recent General Meetings and apparent lack of engagement in the administrative affairs of the Association from some member clubs.  The existing fine of £5 was considered to be an insufficient deterrent, as well as difficult to collect in some cases.  Rules Committee reviewed a range of alternative sanctions, and concluded that a points deduction would be both easier to enforce and a more effective deterrent, as well as more likely to command support at the AGM, than some of the other penalties proposed, eg. a more substantial monetary fine and/or expulsion from the Association.  If approved, the change would apply with effect from the Spring Meeting 2012. 
Rule 13 (e) Registration of Junior Players
No change proposed.
Comments:  The Committee considered, but did not support, a proposal, made by an individual member of the Management committee, that currently-exempt juniors should revert to requiring to be registered with the Association under Rule 11 before they could play initially in Association competitions, but thereafter could be registered or play for more than one club in a season, without restriction or needing to seek transfer.  It noted that this did not preclude such players still being registered by one or more clubs if so desired, nor clubs imposing their own membership requirements for such players, and/or including their performances in press reports – but considered that such “casual/one-off/fringe” players were unlikely in practice to be under consideration for Association trophies; and that clubs should not be put at risk of being penalised for fielding them.
Rule 16 Fixtures

Note 1 Toss for Innings 

For “the Captains shall toss” substitute “the Captains, in the presence of one or both umpires where these have been appointed, shall toss...”
Comments: Aligns Association Rules with 2010 Code of Laws [See also Rule 17( m) – 2010 Code of Laws]

Note 2 Re-scheduling of fixtures

To the text of Note 2, dealing with league fixtures washed out where re-arrangement is required, or re-scheduling has been permitted, add
“For the purposes of this Rule:-
a) “first available date that is available to both teams” shall  mean the first Saturday or Sunday, other than the day immediately following, on which:
i) The club of neither team has a Grades-level fixture in a national competition or a 40-over knockout cup;
ii) The ground of either team is available.  In the event of insufficient Council pitches being available on that day, pitches will be allocated to teams from the highest Grade downwards.

b) If the application of (a) above means that a Club would have multiple re-arranged league games on any  Sunday then the game involving the senior team shall take precedence & must be fulfilled on that date, the first available date for re-scheduled fixtures involving other teams of that Club being re-calculated accordingly.”
Comments: Clarifies the application of the current Rule in regard to league games washed out twice, of which there were 11 in 2011 [see Appendix], with particular reference to the priority of cup games, and where teams might otherwise have two re-scheduled Sunday games.  Also proposes that as teams would only be meeting once this should be at whichever home ground is available first.

Rule 17 (g) Bowling restrictions
For “More stringent requirements” substitute “More restrictive advisory guidelines”

Comments: Following consultation with the Umpires Association, clarifies the status of bowling restrictions on junior players.
Rule 17(m) Applicability of 2010 Laws
For  “(2000 Code - 2nd Edition 2003)” substitute “(2000 Code – 4th Edition 2010)” 

Following “will apply generally” insert “to all games played under the auspices of the 
Association unless specifically modified by the above or other Special Local Regulations”

Comments: Updates the Code of Laws applicable to Association competitions.

WET WEATHER GUIDELINES

For Section 2 substitute 

Where Umpires have been appointed then Law 3.8 and 3.9 of the 2010 Code of Laws – “Fitness for Play” and “Suspension of play in dangerous or unreasonable conditions” - shall apply, and in particular:

“3.8. Fitness for play

(a) It is solely for the umpires together to decide whether

either conditions of ground, weather or light

or exceptional circumstances

mean that it would be dangerous or unreasonable for play to take place.

Conditions shall not be regarded as either dangerous or unreasonable merely because they

are not ideal.

(b) Conditions shall be regarded as dangerous if there is actual and foreseeable risk to the

safety of any player or umpire.

(c) Conditions shall be regarded as unreasonable if, although posing no risk to safety, it

would not be sensible for play to proceed.

3.9. Suspension of play in dangerous or unreasonable conditions

(a) All references to ground include the pitch. See Law 7.1 (Area of pitch).

(b) If at any time the umpires together agree that the conditions of ground, weather or light,

or any other circumstances are dangerous or unreasonable, they shall immediately

suspend play, or not allow play to start or to recommence.

(c) When there is a suspension of play it is the responsibility of the umpires to monitor

conditions. They shall make inspections as often as appropriate, unaccompanied by any

players or officials. Immediately the umpires together agree that the conditions are no

longer dangerous or unreasonable they shall call upon the players to resume play.”

Note: where only one Umpire has been appointed, then her/his decision shall apply as above.” 

Comments:Aligns Wet Weather Rules with new Code of Laws where independent umpires appointed.

THISTLE SPORTS SEVENS Rules 2 and 7

Delete these Rules, as both are effectively in abeyance, and renumber remaining Rules accordingly.
TURRIFF CUP Rule 7
To the existing text add “Where conditions of weather or light require, either original or re-scheduled fixtures may, by agreement of both captains,  be reduced to not less than 10 overs per side, with bowling allocations being reduced pro rata.”
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