ABERDEENSHIRE CRICKET ASSOCIATION
MINUTE OF THE SPRING MEETING HELD AT MANNOFIELD ON SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27th 2011

Chairman: The President

The following Clubs were represented: Academy, Banchory, Bon Accord, Crathie, Cults-Artisans, Dunecht, Ellon, Gordonians, Kemnay, Kintore, Mannofield, Portcullis, St Ronald, Stoneywood-Dyce-Queens Cross and the Umpires & Scorers Association.

The total attendance was 23

Apologies for absence were intimated from AGSFPs, Fraserburgh, Huntly, Messrs P Gill, A Barron and S Hall.

Following a welcome to those present from the Chair, the Meeting observed a Minute’s silence in memory of Henry Rennie (Artisans, Past President) who had died since the AGM.

The Minutes of the 2010 postponed AGM, held on 16 January 2011, were approved and signed, on the motion of T Malik (Bon Accord) seconded by I Gough (Mannofield).

Under Matters arising the prices of the two standard balls were confirmed, and it was noted that Arnold Gill had deferred his retirement as Bar Steward at Mannofield: the issue of any presentation was therefore likewise deferred.
With regard to correspondence it was noted that following a re-organisation of national cup competitions, Bon Accord as winners of Grade 1 had been entered buy the SCU into the Scottish Cup, and precluded from entering and defending the Small Clubs Cup.  It was noted that following discussion Bon Accord had agreed to accept this, although the Committee’s view when the new structure had been out to consultation had been that the Grades should be represented in the Scottish Cup by a Grade Select side, as it could not be guaranteed the Grade 1 winners would always be members of Cricket Scotland, or would wish to enter.  The Management Committee would follow up on this matter during the season.  The Meeting was also informed that Queens Cross and Stoneywood-Dyce had agreed to place their grades-level activities into a jointly-owned subsidiary, Stoneywood-Dyce/Queens Cross 2011, which would operate in terms of the Grades as one club with two teams, Queens Cross/Stoneywood-Dyce in Grade2 and Stoneywood-Dyce /Queens Cross in Grade 3.

Elections then took place, with the results being as follows:

Hon President – R Cope proposed by D Cruickshank (Bon Accord) seconded by E Mackie (Ellon)

Hon Vice- Presidents – Re-elected en bloc, proposed by M Auld (Kintore) seconded by C Hawkins (Kemnay)
Hon Auditor – A McNair, proposed I Stephen (Treasurer) seconded by Banchory

President R Taylor (Queens Cross) proposed by T Butt (Gordonians) seconded by I Stephen

Vice-President P Gill (Cults) proposed by R Taylor seconded by I Sutherland

Management Committee – J Stephen (St Ronald), I MCCallum (Fraserburgh), T Butt (Gordonians), M Auld (Kintore) – proposed by R Taylor, seconded by K Morrison (Umpires)

Disciplinary Committee – Messrs D Bennett, S Hall, E Mackie, K Mavor and D Smith, all of whom had served for three years reappointed for a further term – proposed R Taylor, second J Stark (Gordonians)

Selection Committee – R Taylor, S Stephen, K Morrison, Grade Select Captain – reappointed proposed by R Taylor, seconded by T Butt.
On the motion of E Mackie, seconded by R Taylor the Meeting expressed its appreciation for all his work, particularly during the 125th anniversary season, to John Hitchen as outgoing President, to which Mr Hitchen responded suitably.

On the proposal of the Treasurer it was agreed that Grade Fees remain unchanged for 2011; but following a brief debate it was agreed that the number of prepaid dinner tickets be changed from 4 per club to 2 for clubs with one team and 4 for other clubs.  This was proposed by E Mackie, seconded by S Clark (Academy) and approved by 9 votes to 7.

A proposals that Umpires Fees and Expenses be increased to £20, or £30 where an individual was standing alone, was approved unanimously.

Provisional fixtures for 2011 were circulated – the principal change being that, with only 8 teams in Grade 4, the Johnston Cup would now be played through on Saturdays.  A notice would be placed on the Web once the booking of town pitches had been confirmed, and the fixtures were definitive.  Entries for the Thistle Sports Sevens and Turriff Cup should be submitted by 31 March.  Clubs would be informed once Sports Aberdeen had advised its preferred mechanism for pitch payments.
Clubs were asked to submit their Handbook details using the form on the Web and responding by 31 March.

It was noted that the Management Committee had produced practice directions on the Rule Changes approved at the 2010 AGM, and these would also be posted on the Association Web Site.

The arrangements for reporting results would remain as in 2010.

Having noted that the Association would need in any event to move from Pittodrie in the medium term, and the unsustainability of the costs of the public address system which was essential if that venue continued to be used it was remitted to the Management Committee to review options for the location of the 2011 Dinner.  It was agreed that this should not necessarily preclude the option of a location outside Aberdeen, if that was otherwise the best option.

It was agreed that Sunday November 20th be set as the date for the 2011 Annual General Meeting.

In response to a question from the floor it was indicated that a further captains’ meeting prior to the 2011 season was under consideration; but that a final decision on this, and the best date had yet to be taken.
The Meeting was informed that Level  1 and 2 coaching courses were currently being planned, with the level 2 course being free of charge if participants agreed to make an input to coaching subsequently.  Details would be posted on the Association website.

There being no further business the Meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair at 4.17pm.

